
 
Falconry UK Risk Assessment 

School Visits, Static & Flying Displays with Birds of Prey 

 

Organisation Name: Falconry UK 

Assessor Name: Jason Ashcroft 

Assessment Date: 01/02/2025 

Review Date: 01/02/2028 

Location(s): Schools, Community Centres, Public Venues etc… 

Activity: Educational Visits, Static & Flying Displays involving Birds of Prey 

 

1. Overview 

This risk assessment is designed to identify and mitigate risks associated with transporting, displaying, and handling birds of prey during 
educational visits, static and flying displays at schools and similar public venues. 

 



2. Risk Assessment Table 

Hazard People at 
Risk 

Potential Harm Current Controls Risk Rating 
(L x S) 

Further Action 
Required? 

Bird stress or 
escape 

Birds, 
students, 
staff, handlers 

Injury to birds or 
people, distress, 
escape 

Secure transport boxes; display area secured with perches if 
outdoors; birds tethered appropriately; handlers trained in 
raptor behaviour; no sudden movements near birds 

2 x 3 = 6 
(Moderate) 

Reiterate no-touch policy; 
maintain quiet 
environment 

Handling birds 
improperly 

Staff, students Scratches, bites, 
dropped birds 

Our trained staff with explain how to handle the birds correctly 
and gloves to be worn at all times with complete supervision  

2 x 3 = 6 
(Moderate) 

Provide safety briefing 
before session 

Bird droppings All present Hygiene risk Indoors – at floor mat will be put down to reduce any bird 
droppings. If any bird droppings are accidentally on other 
surfaces it will be cleaned immediately. Clean equipment after 
every session; hand hygiene encouraged 

1 x 2 = 2 
(Low) 

Provide hand sanitiser and 
hygiene guidance 

Trip hazards 
(equipment, 
stands) 

Students, staff Trips and falls Equipment placed out of walkways; cords taped; clear walk 
paths 

2 x 2 = 4 
(Low) 

Regular site checks before 
and during visit 

Sudden loud 
noises or 
crowding 

Birds, 
students 

Startling birds; 
stress/injury 

Controlled environment; brief staff/students beforehand; limit 
group size 

2 x 3 = 6 
(Moderate) 

Limit noise and supervise 
group behaviour 

Heat/cold 
exposure for birds 

Birds Health risk 
(overheating or 
chilling) 

Schedule visits for moderate conditions; avoid direct sun, rain 
or wind; provide shade/shelter. All visits must made in 
accordance with Falconry UK T&C’s our birds health & safety 
must be a priority at all times 

2 x 2 = 4 
(Low) 

Cancel/reschedule in 
extreme conditions 

Transport of birds Birds, 
handlers 

Stress or injury 
during transport 

Travel in secure, ventilated bird travel boxes; minimise travel 
time; regular monitoring 

2 x 2 = 4 
(Low) 

Use pre-transport checklist 

Inappropriate 
public interaction 

Birds, 
handlers, 
public 

Stress/injury from 
grabbing or 
harassment 

Clear signage; handlers supervise at all times; public kept at 
safe distance 

2 x 3 = 6 
(Moderate) 

Reinforce barriers and 
communication 

Set up location Birds, 
students, 
handlers, 
public 

Startling birds; 
stress/injury 

Indoors – quiet area and location always on ground floor with 
clear access which is very close to our vehicle 

Outdoors – quiet area with enough space for our static display 
our vehicle needs to have proper access to our setup location 
and sited behind our gazebo 

2 x 3 = 6 
(Moderate) 

Indoors – plastic barriers if 
needed 

Outdoors – plastic or metal 
barriers with mesh at all 
times 



 

3. Risk Rating Key 

Likelihood (L) Severity (S) 

1 – Unlikely 1 – Minor injury 

2 – Possible 2 – Moderate injury 

3 – Likely 3 – Serious injury or fatality 

Risk Level = Likelihood × Severity 

• 1–3: Low 
• 4–6: Moderate (Control measures adequate; monitor) 
• 7–9: High (Immediate action required) 

 

4. Emergency Procedures 

• Injury to Person: First aid administered by school staff or visiting team (as agreed); incident recorded and reported. 
• Bird Injury or Escape: Remove public from area; trained handler attempts recovery; report as an incident. 
• Fire or Evacuation: Handlers to remove birds if safe to do so; follow host venue’s fire procedures. 

 

5. Additional Notes 

• A full pre-visit briefing is provided to the school, including animal welfare guidance and behavioural expectations. 



• Public liability insurance certificate and DBS checks (if required) are available upon request. 
• All animals are licensed under appropriate regulations (e.g., Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) Regulations 2018 in 

the UK). 

 


	1. Overview
	2. Risk Assessment Table
	3. Risk Rating Key
	4. Emergency Procedures
	5. Additional Notes

